
Malta: Residence 
and visa programme

Maitland is a global advisory, administration and family office firm providing seamless multi-jurisdictional legal, tax, fiduciary, 
investment and fund administration services to corporate, institutional and private clients. 

Founded in Luxembourg in 1976, the firm is privately owned and fully independent. It has 17 offices in 12 jurisdictions, over 1,100 
employees and in excess of $250 billion in assets under administration. 

Malta’s Residence and Visa Programme (MRVP) is one of several Maltese residency programmes. The MRVP was introduced through Legal 
Notice no. 288 of 2015 which was recently supplemented with Legal Notice no. 189 of 2017.

The MRVP allows for the grant of a certificate which entitles the main applicant and his or her registered dependents to reside, settle, 
or stay indefinitely in Malta. The certificate is monitored annually for the first five years, and then every five years thereafter, but may be 
withdrawn if any of the conditions (set out below) are breached.

Why apply for Malta residency? 
			Residence in an EU country that is stable, neutral and highly 

respected,

				Good quality of life in a country with an excellent climate and a very 
low crime rate,

		A highly evolved educational system and excellent health services, 

	 Proximity to mainland Europe,

	  Possession of a Maltese identity card which acts as a travel visa to 
all the other Schengen area countries.

Which dependents are eligible to apply? 

		Spouse of the main applicant or those in a similar long-term 
relationship,

		A child, including an adopted child, of the main applicant or of his 
spouse, under the age of 18 years,

		A child, including an adopted child, of the main applicant or 
of his spouse, who at the time of application is not yet born or 
not yet adopted by the main applicant or by his spouse, and is 
born or becomes so adopted after the date on which the Malta 
Residence and Visa Agency shall issue a certificate under the 
MRVP,

		A child, including an adopted child, of the main applicant or of 
his spouse, who at the time of application is over eighteen years 
of age, not married, and who is not economically active and is 
principally dependant on the main applicant,

		A parent or grandparent of the applicant or spouse, if they are 
not economically active and are principally dependant on the 
applicant,

		A child over the age of 18 years who has a disability and is living 
with, and is fully supported, by the applicant.

A snapshot of Malta

Malta is in the middle of the Mediterranean, virtually 
halfway between Gibraltar and Turkey, and between 
Italy and North Africa. 

It is well served by over 50 daily flights inbound and 
outbound, to all the major European destinations, as 
well as Turkey, Dubai, and Egypt. 

It is only 320 square kilometres in size, with three 
main islands. There is a population of 430 000 of 
which 30 000 are expats. 

Malta is a popular tourist destination with tourism 
making up 30% of GDP with over 1,6 million visitors 
a year. 

There is a good (free) public health system, regular 
and affordable public transport.

Tax treatment 
As a person who is resident but not domiciled in Malta  
(as is usually the case with MRVP individuals) you 
are liable for tax on all chargeable income (excluding 
capital gains) arising outside Malta and remitted to 
Malta, and on all chargeable income earned in Malta 
at the normal Maltese tax rate which is progressive 
and tops out at 35% on income over €60 000.
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What are the application requirements? 
The applicant must:

•  Be a third country national (not Maltese, and not an EEA or Swiss 
national),

•  	Not be a person who benefits under the Residents Scheme 
Regulations, the High Net Worth Individuals - EU / EEA / Swiss 
Nationals Rules, the Malta Retirement Programme Rules, the 
Residence Programme Rules, the Qualifying Employment in 
Innovation and Creativity Rules or the Highly Qualified Persons 
Rules,

•  	Hold a “qualifying property” subject to the minimum limits set out 
(i.e. purchase for not less than €320 000 in Malta, or €270 000 in 
Gozo or the South of Malta, or lease for €12 000 pa in Malta or  
€10 000 pa in Gozo or the South of Malta) for a minimum period of 
five years,

•  Invest at least €250 000 in a “qualifying investment” such as 
Maltese government bonds for a minimum period of five years,

•  Be in receipt of stable and regular resources which are sufficient to 
maintain himself and his dependants without recourse to the social 
assistance system of Malta,

•  Be, and his dependants also are, in possession of a valid travel 
document,

•  Be in possession of sickness insurance in respect of all risks 
normally covered for Maltese nationals for himself and his 
dependents, across the whole of the Schengen Area and states 
associated with the Schengen activities of the European Union,

•  Prove that he/she has an annual income arising outside of Malta 
of not less than €100 000, or is in possession of capital of at least 
€500 000,

•  	Be able to provide police clearance certificates issued by both the 
Malta police and the authorities in every country where he/she has 
resided for more than six months in the last 10 years,

•  Generally provide evidence via a due diligence process that he/she 
and dependants are fit and proper persons.

What are the administrative fees?
A non-refundable administrative fee of €5 500 is 
payable to the Malta Residence and Visa Agency, which 
counts towards the contribution.

There is the option for the Main Applicant, to apply 
against a non-refundable supplementary administration 
fee of €5 000 per person, to include on the main 
beneficiary certificate (subject to a successful due 
diligence check):

		The spouse of a previously approved dependent 
child of the main applicant and/or the spouse,

		The child, born or adopted after the approval 
date, of a previously approved dependent child of 
the main applicant and/or the spouse, or of the 
previously approved dependent child’s spouse.
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What are the contribution 
requirements? 
The total contribution to the Maltese authorities is €30 000 
in relation to the main applicant, spouse, and the children of 
the main Applicant and/or the Spouse and €5 000 in relation 
to the parent or grandparent of the main applicant or of the 
spouse.

Maitland can help
Maitland Malta Limited is authorised to act as an accredited 
agent for this programme. We can help with completion 
and submission of the relevant application forms at an 
agreed fee. We may also assist with any ancillary advice, 
including tax planning and the redomiciliation of international 
structures to Malta.


