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Who is Maitland?
Maitland is a global advisory, administration and family 
office firm providing seamless multi-jurisdictional legal, 
tax, fiduciary, investment and fund administration 
services to corporate, institutional and private clients.

Founded in Luxembourg in 1976, the firm is privately 
owned and fully independent. It has 17 offices in 12 
jurisdictions, over 1,100 employees and in excess of 
$220 billion in assets under administration.

We leverage our strong values and a collaborative 
culture to develop and maintain trusted relationships 
with our clients. By combining our talent and one-firm 
approach, built on our best-of-breed multi-jurisdictional 
platforms, we provide tailored end-to-end solutions 
that embrace complexity and deliver simplicity.



Maitland opened an office in Malta in 2009 from which it serves 
clients wishing to take advantage of the many opportunities that 
Malta offers. The office has 12 permanent staff members, who 
include a lawyer, an accountant and a number of private client 
administrators. We can converse with clients in English, Maltese, 
and a variety of European languages

Malta is an ideal jurisdiction for the structuring of investments 
into the EU and for the establishment and administration of 
companies and trusts. It is also becoming increasingly popular 
as a place to live or through which to obtain an EU passport, 
with many families and individuals availing themselves of 
the citizenship programme and several attractive residency 
programmes. 

•  If you are a corporate client, Maitland can help you to plan, 
establish, redomicile, administer and manage international 
structures in Malta.

•   If you are an individual or family client, we can advise on the 
establishment of a trust or other structure and can also be of 
assistance with residency or citizenship applications.

Introduction 

We provide a boutique-style, 
discreet, personalised and  
high-touch service.

Did you know?
  Malta is a member of the EU with the Euro as its 
currency.

  It has a buoyant economy, a low rate of inflation, and 
affordable property prices. English and Maltese are the 
official languages.

  Malta offers one of the most competitive fiscal regimes 
in the EU.

  A wide network of double taxation agreements offers 
relief from foreign taxes.

In Malta the comprehensive legislative and regulatory framework offers a range of corporate structures, which includes trusts, 
collective investment schemes, protected cell company and securitisation cell companies, the redomiciliation of companies into and 
out of Malta, EU passporting under the Alternative Investment Fund Managers Directive, and an extensive network of double taxation 
treaties. The favourable tax regime offers low effective tax rates to non-resident persons and generally no capital gains or withholding 
taxes are levied.
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Our services

Maitland’s reputation in services to corporate clients extends 
back over 40 years to 1976 when the firm was founded in 
Luxembourg to provide innovative solutions to complex cross-
border challenges faced by major corporations. Over the years 
our legal experts have advised on some of the world’s leading 
corporate activity, involving both listed and unlisted companies.

At an early stage we added corporate administration and 
company secretarial work to our corporate services offering. We 
provide the entire suite of company secretarial services, together 
with general financial and corporate trust administration services. 
We can also help our clients to establish, domicile, administer 
and manage various international corporate structures and 
operating companies. We provide professional independent, non-
executive directors and corporate trustees.

Company formation 
Malta’s Companies Act, which is generally based on UK company 
law and EU directives, sets out three main types of Maltese 
corporate entities or commercial partnerships that may be 
established in Malta, namely:

• a limited liability company 
• a partnership en nom collectif 
• a partnership en commandite

The limited liability company, which is the most widely used 
vehicle for carrying on business, trading and holding activities, 
may be private or public. 

With a focus on the limited liability company, the following must 
be established:

Company name - A name may be reserved for a period of three 
months, which may be renewed if necessary.

Registered office - The registered office of a company may be 
situated at the office of Maitland. If a more inclusive service is 
required, Maitland can also provide office space including facilities 
that meet the company’s business requirements.

Principal activities - These should be specified in the 
Memorandum and Articles, which Maitland will prepare.

Share capital - The share capital of a company may be 
denominated in any foreign currency. There is a minimum capital 
requirement amounting to €1,200 in private companies. At least 
20% of the issued share capital must be paid up. 

Corporate services
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Subscribers (shareholders) - Subject to certain exemptions 
allowing for a single member company, a company is generally 
incorporated by at least two shareholders, which may be 
individual or corporate. The identity of shareholders in Malta 
companies is information that is publicly available at the Register 
of Companies. Should a client prefer to hold shares in a company 
anonymously, a licensed trust company may be appointed as his/
her mandatory. Maitland Malta Limited, which is licensed by the 
Malta Financial Services Authority, is in a position to offer such 
services. 

Directors -The Board of Directors can be composed of 
either foreign and/or local individuals. A private limited liability 
company must have at least one director. Maitland offers the 
services of directors, who are in a position to ensure that the 
Maltese company operates in compliance with Maltese law and 
regulations.

Company Secretary - A company is to appoint a Secretary, who 
may be local or foreign, responsible for keeping the statutory 
books. These services are also offered by Maitland.

Requirements for opening a bank account - The Maltese 
company may open bank accounts with any bank and in any 
currency. Maitland can provide assistance with the opening of a 
bank account in Malta. 

Accounting requirements - A Maltese company is required to 
maintain proper books of accounts which give a true and fair 
view of the state of the company’s affairs and which explain 
its transactions. Generally accepted accounting principles in 
Malta are International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) 
although GAPSME can apply to smaller companies. The financial 
statements of the Maltese company have to be audited by a 
certified public accountant and auditor and this is outsourced by 
Maitland. However, Maitland is in a position to provide ongoing 
accountancy services to the Maltese company.

The approval of the Registrar of Companies is required prior to 
setting up a company. Generally, the process may take as little as 
24 hours. Maitland is able to carry out all necessary formalities in 
relation to the incorporation of a company in Malta. In particular, 
Maitland may prepare the draft of the Memorandum and Articles 
of Association, which it will submit once it obtains the required 
information and documentation.



Our services
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The tax treatment of Maltese companies 
Malta adopts a full imputation tax system wherein tax paid by a 
company in Malta is, on the distribution of dividends, imputed 
to the shareholder as a tax credit against the shareholder’s 
tax liability. Since the 35% tax rate applicable to companies is 
equivalent to the maximum progressive rate of tax applicable 
to individuals, a dividend distribution would typically result in no 
further tax payable at the level of the shareholder.

Furthermore, upon a distribution by the Maltese resident 
company of taxed profits, whether derived from local or foreign 
sources (other than from immovable property situated in Malta), 
the shareholder would be entitled to a partial (6/7, 2/3, 5/7) 
or full refund (or an outright exemption) of the tax paid by the 
company. The quantum of the tax refund and hence the tax that 
will be incurred in Malta after the tax refunds is dependent on the 
nature of the income and on the amount of any foreign tax credits 
claimed. These refunds may reduce the effective tax burden on 
distributed profits to between 0% and 10%.

Other features of the Maltese tax system are the following:

•  No withholding tax on outbound dividends, interest and 
royalty payments by a Malta company to non-residents. 

•  The possibility of obtaining an advance revenue ruling should 
additional clarity be required.



The breadth of services we offer 
to our clients is limited only by the 

extent of your requirements. Our firm is 
built on the premise that we are able to 
offer solutions to your problems and as 
an owner-managed business we 
encourage this entrepreneurial 
spirit.

Legal
advice

Family 
governance

Generational 
transition

Fiduciary 
administration

Tax planning
Investment 

advisory

Our services
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Maitland’s Private Client team provides end-to-end solutions tailored 
to individuals’ and families’ needs. Our teams work across borders 
and practice areas to offer a seamless service - whether you require 
legal, fiduciary or investment services (or a combination of these) as an 
individual or family office, worldwide, onshore or offshore. 

At the core of Maitland’s offering is the understanding that clients 
seek solutions from a trusted adviser sitting on their side of the table, 
looking out for their interests, and adding real value to all aspects of 
their financial well-being.

You are the focus 
Our focus is on the relationship with you, from which all else flows. 
You have one main contact at Maitland with access to our worldwide, 
one-firm expertise. We are particularly careful to avoid any conflict of 
interest among our various service lines. Our approach works - many 
of our original clients of 40 years ago remain with us to this day.

We can support you through the entire lifecycle of 
your wealth planning 
Our support begins with legal (structuring) advice, generational 
planning and tax planning. Following the governance stage our service 
offering progresses to fiduciary administration, investment advisory 
and estate administration and ultimately transfer of responsibility to 
new generations. 

We have significant experience of working alongside other service 
providers, but find the broad range of services needed by individuals 
and families across different aspects of their life are most optimally 
brought together under one roof.

Private client services



Malta Residence  
Programme (MRP)

Individual Investor  
Programme (IIP)

Malta Residence and Visa 
Programme (MRVP)

Our services

Citizenship/residence programmes
The Maltese government offers several programmes through 
which individuals or families can obtain citizenship or residence 
rights in Malta. 

In all cases, the authorities require that applications be channelled 
through an Authorised Registered Mandatory and Maitland in 
Malta is able to provide this to applicants. 

We have knowledge and experience across the full range of 
programmes, outlining three of the most popular ones below:

1. Individual Investor Programme (IIP)

2. Malta Residence and Visa Programme (MRVP)

3. Malta Residence Programme (MRP)

Individual Investor Programme (IIP)

In brief, the IIP route provides the applicant and family members 
with Maltese passports and citizenship, hence automatically 
conferring the right to live and work in any of the EU countries, 
and visa-free travel to more than 160 countries. There are a 
number of conditions that have to be complied with, including the 
payment of a non-refundable contribution to the Malta National 
Development and Social Fund, starting at €650,000.

The Maltese tax system is based on residence and domicile, as 
opposed to citizenship. The grant of Maltese citizenship does not, 
of itself, cause the beneficiary tax residence or a new domicile of 
choice in Malta. 

To the extent that the successful IIP applicant is considered to be 
resident and not domiciled in Malta, he/she would be taxed on a 
source and remittance basis, that is, on income and capital gains 
arising in Malta and on income arising outside Malta which is 
received in Malta. Any capital gains arising outside of Malta would 
not be taxed, even if remitted to Malta. 

To the extent that an IIP applicant is considered to be not resident 
and not domiciled in Malta, tax would only be due on a source 
basis, that is on income and capital gains arising in Malta. 
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Malta Residence and Visa Programme (MRVP)

The MRVP entitles the applicant and his/her dependents to 
reside, settle, and stay indefinitely in Malta. It is only available to 
third country nationals (not EEA or Swiss nationals). The residency 
certificate is monitored annually for the first five years, to ensure 
that all the conditions have been complied with, and then every 
five years thereafter. Amongst the conditions under the MRVP, the 
applicant is required to make a one-off contribution to the Maltese 
authorities of €30,000 (of which €5,500 is payable on application 
and is non-refundable). 

MRVP beneficiaries are generally considered to be resident but 
not domiciled in Malta. In such case they would be taxed on a 
source and remittance basis. 

Malta Residence Programme (MRP)

The MRP is more suitable for those who have a higher level of 
foreign sourced income that they wish to bring to Malta, as it 
offers a flat tax rate of only 15% per annum (subject to a minimum 
annual tax payment of €15,000, per family unit). Any income 
earned in Malta, however, will be taxed at a flat rate of 35%. The 
initial application fee payable to the Maltese fiscal authorities is 
€5,500 or €6,000, depending on the location of one’s qualifying 
property. The scheme is open to both non-EU and EU, Swiss or 
EEA citizens.

Common to all three programmes is the need to be in 
possession of adequate medical insurance, be a fit and 
proper person (supported by a police clearance certificate), 
and to either rent or purchase a property in Malta for a 
minimum sum – which differs according to the programme 
chosen, but varies from a minimum rental of €9,600 per 
annum (MRP) to €16,000 per annum (IIP) and a purchase 
price of €275,000 (MRP) to €350,000 (IIP). For the MRP 
and the MRVP, slightly cheaper rental and purchase 
requirements apply if you lease or purchase property in the 
South of the island, or on Gozo, a smaller island just seven 
kilometers away from the mainland. The IIP and MRVP 
also require an investment in Maltese stocks, bonds, or 
debentures for a five year period.
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  Key contacts

Anjelica Camilleri de Marco
Senior Associate - Legal Services

+356 2248 6211

anjelica.camilleridemarco@maitlandgroup.com

Maha Arebi
Manager - Private Client Transactional Services

+356 2248 6207

maha.arebi@maitlandgroup.com

Mel Roberts
Consultant - Business Development

+356 2248 6206

mel.roberts@maitlandgroup.com

Connor Conneely 
Senior Private Client Administrator

+356 2144 6377

connor.conneely@maitlandgroup.com

Maitland Malta Limited is authorised to act as a Trustee by the Malta Financial Services Authority. The content and opinions herein are for information purposes only. They are not intended to 
constitute legal, financial or other professional advice, and should not be relied upon as such or treated as a substitute for specific advice relevant to particular circumstances. Neither Maitland 
as a group nor any of its member firms or affiliated entities accepts any responsibility for any errors, omissions or misleading statements in this publication, or for any loss which might arise 
from reliance on the material. No mention of any organisation, company or individual, whether on these pages or not, shall imply any approval or warranty as to the standing and capability of 
any such organisations, companies or individuals on the part of Maitland. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or your business, you should consult a 
qualified professional adviser. Please note that, whilst all reasonable care has been taken to ensure the correctness of this publication, the information may not be applicable for all jurisdictions. 
Read our Data Protection Policies: maitlandgroup.com

maitlandgroup.com    


